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Goulburn Mulwaree Athletics Club 
Unattended Children Policy 

 

Authorisation:    Adopted August 2015 by the Goulburn Mulwaree Athletic Club Committee 

Review Date:     August 2016 

 
 
Summary: 
The Commonwealth Powers (Family Law) Act 1986 places a legal demand on parents to provide 

‘safety’ and ‘supervision’. Goulburn Mulwaree Athletics Club does not assume responsibility for 

your child and all children under 16 years old, at all times, must be attended and adequately 

supervised by a parent/carer. Children under 12 years old must be within sight of the 

parent/carer, meaning the parent/carer must to be on the Oval, preferably helping with an event.   

 

If a child is found to be unattended and unsupervised by a parent/carer, the child will not be able 

to participate in any further events and will be supervised by the Event Coordinator until such time 

that the parent/carer can supervise the child. If the parent/carer cannot be reached, a committee 

member will contact the NSW Police Force to ensure the child’s safety. 

 

 

1. Purpose: 

The purpose of this policy is to inform parents/carers that the Goulburn Mulwaree Athletics Club 

does not assume responsibility for their child and to provide the guidelines to be used by committee 

members in the event that a child is left unattended and or unsupervised during a club meet at 

Hudson Park, Goulburn. It is the club’s intention to seek out unattended and unsupervised children, 

and therefore have a response prepared when it does occur. 

 

1.1 Rationale: 

The safety and wellbeing of children left unattended during a club meet at Hudson Park is a serious 

matter for the club. Although committee members will always respond with care and concern they 

cannot supervise children nor act as a substitute for childcare. The club has limited facilities to 

attend to children who are sick or injured. Committee members do not take over parental/carer 

responsibilities for children who attend Hudson Park for club meets; and therefore cannot be 

accountable for children who are left unattended, unsupervised or who are displaying inappropriate 

behaviour. 

 
A child left unattended at Hudson Park during a club meet, or a child regularly left unattended, may 

be deemed to be at risk under Section 23 Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) Act 

1998, and subsequently may be reported to the Department of Community Services under s24 or s27 

of the Act. 

 
Parents/carers who leave a child unattended at Hudson Park are exposing their child to potential 

harm, and may themselves be committing an offence under Section 228 Children and Young 

Person’s (Care and Protection) Act 1998. 

 
2. Objectives: 

 To provide clear guidelines to be followed in the event that a child under 16 years is left 

unattended and unsupervised at Hudson Park during a club meet. 

 To establish guidelines, which can be communicated to parents/carers of children attending a club 

meet. 
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3. Scope: 

This policy applies to all parents/carers and children registered with Goulburn Mulwaree Athletics Club 

during any scheduled club meet at Hudson Park, Goulburn. 

 

4. Principles: 

4.1 Parental responsibility 

All children under 16 years old will, at all times, be attended and adequately supervised by a 

parent/carer. Children under the age of 12 years must be within sight of the parent/carer, meaning 

the parent/carer needs to be on the Oval.  

 

Children of any age with mental, physical or emotional disabilities which affect behaviour or decision 

making skills, must be accompanied by a parent/carer at all times. 

 
4.2 Supervision of children 

Although committee members take care to ensure the safety of all athletes/children, they cannot 

provide child minding services as they are not trained childcare workers. 

 
Children under 12 years old must be accompanied and supervised by a parent/carer at all times and 

remain within sight of the parent/carer. 

 
Parents/carer are to be aware of the following procedures in relation to unattended and unsupervised 

children at Hudson Park: 

 

 If children under 12 years old are found without a parent/carer in attendance and adequately 

supervised, a committee member will attempt to contact their parent/carer. The child will not be 

able to participate in any further events and will be supervised by the Event Coordinator until 

such time that the parent/carer can supervise them.  

 

   If a parent/carer is at Hudson Park and not supervising their child, for example sitting in the car, 

in the first instance they will be asked to supervise their child. If this is ineffective, the child will not be 

able to participate in any further events and will be supervised by the Event Coordinator.  

 

 If the parent/carer cannot be reached at the time or if the child is left unattended at the 

conclusion of the club meet, a committee member will contact the NSW Police Force to ensure 

the child’s safety. Two attempts to phone the parent/carer will be made. 

 

 All instances require a committee member to give the parent/carer a copy of the Unattended 

Children Policy. 

 
4.3 Communication: 

The policy will be promoted to all parent/carers to establish a clear understanding of the policy and 

guidelines for attendance and supervision of children at all club meets. 

 
Parents/carers are informed of the policy through displaying the policy at each club meet, providing 

all parents/carers upon registration with a copy of it, and through the Goulburn Mulwaree Athletics 

Club website. 

 
Parents/carers who do not adhere to this policy and leave their children unattended and 

unsupervised on more than one occasion will be issued a letter from the President, Goulburn 

Mulwaree Athletics Club. This letter will state that a review of excluding their child from further club 

meets will be determined by the Committee at its next meeting. 
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5. Responsibilities: 
 All committee members have the responsibility of implementing this policy. 

 The Event Coordinator at the time a child is left unattended has the responsibility for contacting 

the parent/carer and police where necessary and reporting the incident to the Club President. 

 All parents/carers are to adhere to this policy. 

 

6. Procedures: 

 If a child under 12 years old is found without a parent/carer in attendance and inadequate 

supervision during a club meet, a committee member will attempt to locate the parent/carer at 

Hudson Park. If the parent/carer is not present at Hudson Park, the Event Coordinator will 

attempt to contact the parent/carer by telephone. After two attempts, if the parent/carer has not 

been located or contacted, the police will be called. 

 

 Children of any age left unattended at the conclusion of the club meet, may be deemed at risk 

and appropriate action will be taken. Two members of the committee will remain with the child 

and attempt to contact the parent/carer twice only. If the parent/carer has not arrived within 15 

minutes of conclusion of the club meet and it has not been possible to make contact, the police 

will be called. Two committee members will remain with the child until the police arrive. 

 

 All instances of unattended children are to be reported in person to the Club President. 

 

 Upon collection of children, parents/carers are to be advised of the policy regarding unattended 

children and cautioned. Parents/carers are to be given a copy of the Policy. 

 
 If children are identified as having been left unattended on more than one occasion the 

parent/carer will receive a letter from the Club President, advising that a review of excluding the 

child from further club meets will be determined by the Committee. 

 

7. Complaints: 
 All occurrences of unattended children will be documented by the Events Coordinator and 

reported to the Club President. 

 Any complaint / appeal will be dealt with in the first instance by the Club President. 

 Complaints / appeals may be referred to the Health and Safety Officer. 

 If the parent/carer remains unsatisfied, they may write to the GMAC Committee. 

 

8. Definitions: 

Goulburn Mulwaree Athletics Club refers to a scheduled club meet at Hudson Park, Goulburn. 

 
Child: Refers to more than 1 child and as per the Children and Young Persons (Care and Protection) 
Act 1998, this means a person under the age of 16 years 

 

Unattended child: Any child under the age of 16 participating during a club meet, unaccompanied 

and unsupervised by a parent/carer. 

 
Parent/carer: Includes the legal guardian of the child or a responsible person over the age of 18 years 

who has been delegated responsibility for the child by its parent or legal guardian when participating 

at a club meet. 

 

Club meet: Refers to Thursday evening during scheduled club meets as per the Goulburn 

Mulwaree Athletics Club calendar, commencing at 4:45pm and concluding approximately 6:30pm. 
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